FALL 2026
COURSE TITLE: Modern Greek History and Society (4 units)
COURSE NUMBER: MDGK 4450
SECTION DAYS/TIMES: MW 11:50 am-1:30 pm 
INSTRUCTOR: Dr. Alexandros Kyriakidis
CORE AREA: INT: Interdisciplinary Connections 
Email: Alexandros.Kyriakidis@lmu.edu 

COURSE DESCRIPTION:
The aim of this course is to provide an introduction to the history, culture, and socioeconomic/political aspects of modern Greece, within the context of both Europe and the world. Throughout the course, different periods and events/aspects of Greece are examined through an interdisciplinary approach across the humanities and the social sciences, acquainting the students with the contemporary Greek society and culture, including its historical development and foundations. 

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES:
[bookmark: _Hlk217936553][bookmark: _Hlk217936563]This course fulfills the Interdisciplinary Connections attribute for LMU’s Core Curriculum (Integration courses), having as main goals the interdisciplinary examination of complex and diverse contemporary issues from multiple disciplines, the understanding of the connections between those disciplines and the critical assessment of their similarities and differences. By the end of this course, you will: 
· [bookmark: _Hlk217936706]Acquire knowledge of different aspects of modern Greece (politics, society, culture, law, etc.), utilizing a multi-disciplinary (humanities and social sciences) approach based on critical inquiry. 
· Evaluate the different political, legal, social, and cultural forces that historically contributed to the formation of modern Greece and any resulting tensions within Greek society (e.g., justice, power, privilege), including the impact of the interconnectedness and globalization. 
· [bookmark: _Hlk218685549]Gain research skills, understand and use primary/secondary sources and different disciplines and research methods, author a research paper that critically and holistically examines a specific issue related to the course.
· Understand connections and relationships among ideas and disciplinary approaches and produce an interdisciplinary understanding of a complex problem or question.

PREREQUISITES/RECOMMENDED BACKGROUND: 
No prerequisites; students should only have an interest in Greek society, culture, and politics.

REQUIRED TEXTS*:
1. Kalyvas, Stathis. 2015. Modern Greece: What Everyone Needs to Know. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 
2. Clogg, Richard. 2021. A Concise History of Greece. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
[bookmark: _Hlk218880487]*Additional required and recommended readings for each class throughout the course are referenced in the Course Outline section of the syllabus below.
COURSE WORK/EXPECTATIONS: The course includes the following mandatory assignments and grading scheme. Please make sure to attend, participate, and keep notes during the lectures, because material provided and discussed in class will be crucial for the quiz, midterm and final examinations:
Grade Breakdown: 
Attendance and participation: 15%. 
Short quiz: 10%
Midterm examination: 25%
Final examination: 25%
Research essay (20%) and mandatory presentation (5%): 25%
